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CURRICULUM  VITAE  

Herbert Kalthoff  

  

Chair Sociology of Knowledge and Education, qualitative Methods  

Department of Sociology  

Johannes Gutenberg University  

Jakob-Welder-Weg 12, 55128 Mainz 

herbert.kalthoff@uni-mainz.de  

  

Education 

1985 Abitur (A-Levels) 

1985-1988     Studies of Sociology at the Universities of Hanover and Bielefeld   

1988-1990     Studies of Sociology at the EHESS (Paris, with Pierre Bourdieu)  

1991         Diploma, University of Hanover 

1995         PhD, Faculty of Sociology, University of Bielefeld  

2003         State doctorate (Habilitation), Viadrina European University Frankfurt (Oder)  

  

Academic Positions  

1996-2001 Research associate, Viadrina European University Frankfurt (Oder)  

WT 2003/04 Visiting Scholar, London School of Economics and Political Science 

2004-2006  Associate professor, Viadrina European University Frankfurt (Oder) 

2004-2006 Research associate, University of Konstanz 

2004-2010 Visiting Scholar for Qualitative Research and Economic Sociology at the 

Universities of Vienna, Innsbruck and Basle 

2006-2007  Associate professor, Zeppelin University Friedrichshafen 

ST 2007 Visiting Scholar, MPI for the Study of Societies Cologne 

WT 2007/08 Substitute for the professorship in Sociology, Heidelberg College of Education 

2007-2009 Offers of appointment (‘Rufe’) at the Universities of Mainz, Giessen, Hamburg and 

Heidelberg College of Education 

since ST 2008  Professor of Sociology, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz 

ST 2014  Offer of chair at Bielefeld University (as successor to Joerg Bergmann, declined) 

ST 2022 Visiting Scholar, CES, Harvard University 

 

   

Scholarships  

1985-1991  Scholarship of the Hans Boeckler Foundation  

1991-1994  PhD Scholarship of the Hans Boeckler Foundation  

2001-2003               Research Scholarship of the German Research Foundation (DFG)  

  

Academic Self-administration (Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz)  

2011-2020  Member of the Faculty Council  

2014-2020 Vice Dean for Research 

2017-2020 Member of the Senate at Johannes Gutenberg University  

2014-2023 Spokesman of the main Research Area Social and Cultural Studies (SOCUM)  

2019-2024 Member of the Executive Board of the Gutenberg Research College (GRC) 

2022-2024 Managing Director, Institute of Sociology 
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Reception of Third-party Funding  

2021-2025 DFG funding: Maschinelle Humandifferenzierung. Technisches Wissen 

und die Ethnosoziologie der Robotik [Machine Human Differentiation. 

Technical Knowledge and the Ethnosociology of Robotics] (as part of 

the SFB 1482: Human Differentiation). 

2021-2024 DFG fundig: Universitäre Urteile. Die Bewertung studentischer 

Leistungen in den Ingenieurs- und Geschichtswissenschaften. [University 

judgements. The evaluation of student performance in engineering and 

history]. 

2017-2019            DFG funding: Von der Testphase zum Feldversuch. Die Verwendung 

didaktischer Objekte im schulischen Unterricht [From test stage to field 

trial. The application of didactic objects in school education] (with Jutta 

Wiesemann). 

2016-2019         DFG funding: Entschulte Evaluation. Universitäten und Freie Schulen 

zwischen Differenzierungsanforderung und institutionalisierten 

Kontrasten [De-schooled evaluation. Universities and Alternative 

Schools between differentiation requirements and institutionalized 

contrasts] (within the DFG research group (FOR 1939): Un/Doing 

Differences) 

2014-2016               DFG funding: Didaktische Objekte – ihre gewerbliche Entwicklung und 

Erprobung [Didactic objects – their commercial development and 

testing] (with Jutta Wiesemann). 

2013-2016            DFG funding: Objektivierung von Urteilen in der institutionellen 

Kategorisierung von Schuelern [Objectification of judgements in the 

institutional categorization of pupils] (within the DFG research group 

(FOR 1939): Un/Doing Differences).  

2006-2010   DFG project: Ökonomisches Rechnen. Die Erzeugung kalkulativer 

Wirklichkeiten in der Finanzwirtschaft [Economic calculation. The 

creation of calculative realities in the economy of finance] (with Karin 

Knorr Cetina). 

2006 DFG round table discussion: Qualitative Forschung und soziologische 

Theoriebildung [Qualitative research and sociological theory 

construction]. 

2001-2003    

 

DFG post-doctoral scholarship: Bankwirtschaftliches Wissen und post-

sozialistische Ordnung [Banking knowledge and post-socialist order]. 

1998-2001    

 

DFG project: Neue ökonomische Ordnung und bankwirtschaftliche 

Vorsicht. Zur Restrukturierung des Kreditprozesses in Mittel-Osteuropa 

[New economic order and banking carefulness. On the restructuring of 

the loaning process in Central Eastern Europe] (with Richard 

Rottenburg) 

 

Membership in Academic Associations   

German Sociological Association (DGS); sections “Qualitative Methods”, “Sociology of Economics”, 

“Sociology of Knowledge” 

Chair and spokesman of the DGS section “Qualitative Methods” (2002-2008) 

Member of the Council of the DGS (2021-2023) 
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Reviewing and Activity in Selection Commitees  

Research Funding: German Research Foundation; Fritz Thyssen Foundation; Swiss National Science 

Foundation; Austrian Academy of Sciences; Member of the DFG-ANR Grants Commission 

(2013-2016).  

Foundations:  German Academic Scholarship Foundation; Hans Boeckler Foundation; DAAD; Liaison 

Professor at the Hans Boeckler Foundation (since 2006).  

Magazines: Social Studies of Science; Theory, Culture & Society; Distinktion. Scandinavian Journal of 

Social Theory; Science in Context; Zeitschrift fuer Soziologie; Socio-Economic Review; Soziale 

Welt; Schmollers Jahrbuch; Zeitschrift fuer Erziehungswissenschaften.  

Publishing Houses: Oxford University Press; Hamburger Edition.  

Expert association: Jury Member of the ‘Karl Polanyi Award’ (DGS Economic Sociology Section, 2012).  

 

Editor  

since 2009 Co-editor of the book series “Qualitative Sociology” (since 2016: de Gruyter)  

2018-2023 Co-editor of the “Zeitschrift für Soziologie” 

since 2023 Member of the advisory board of the “Zeitschrift für Soziologie” 


